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PREFACE
The second symposium on Theoretical Aspects of Computer Software (TACS'94)
was held in Sendai, Japan, on April 1922, 1994. Its program committee was chaired
by John Mitchell and Masami Hagiya. In the symposium were presented 34 papers,
which were selected by the program committee from 68 submitted papers. The
proceedings were published as Volume 789 of Lecture Notes in Computer Science
from Springer-Verlag.
After the symposium, 6 papers among the 34 papers that were published in the
symposium proceedings were solicited for the special issue of Information and
Computation by the program committee chairs. Five were submitted and refereed
according to the ordinary process. Out of five, four were finally accepted and
contained in this number.
The four papers reflect the symposium in the sense that they are well distributed
over the wide range of fields covered by the symposium. Martin Abadi and Luca
Cardelli's paper is about a calculus of primitive objects, i.e., a calculus in which
objects are defined as primitive constructs. Franco Barbanera and Stefano Berardi's
paper describes a lambda calculus that corresponds to classical logic. Their result
is a distinguished one compared with other related works. Ursula Goltz, Roberto
Gorrieri, and Arend Rensink's paper is about refinement in concurrency calculus,
which was one of the major topics in the symposium. Finally, Masako Takahashi,
Yoji Akama, and Sachio Hirokawa's paper analyzes, from the point of formal
grammars, the normal forms of typed lambda calculus, which were also a very active
topic.
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